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Snubbed and Insulted be®S'MT*cause he performed a mlli

taryduty thirty-two years
ag0' ^enor Manuel Aspiroz.Ambassador to the
United States rrom Mettle®,is having an experience the parallel of

whii'h is not to be found in diplomatic
Mstory. Ho is ostracized by European
rtpiesentalives ae-veditod to the United
Slates because he v as the prosecutor r»f
Maximilian of Mexico. The representative
of one Republic at the capital of a sister
Republic, Ambassador Aspiroz finds himselfflouted because the representatives rf
r< valty disapprove of an act performed by
the Ambassador as a patriot and a soldier.
One of the saddest and most romantic

tragedies of the century is thus recalled
by a social sensation in these modern days.
Maximilian, an amiable Prince, a musician,an architect, an artist, unable to appreciatethe Western spirit, believed he

was. a divine instrument for the education,up-building and government of the
benighted masses in Mexico. He left his
palace, which he had designed/ and decorated,his chairs and cabinets, which he
had carved, and with a French army
Bought to take possession of Mexico.

i ne united states irowneu. -i ne

French army retired. Maximilian, "conserratedto his duty," remained. He had
but a handful of followers. He intrenched
himself In Queretaro. The weaknesses

. of his defences were Jbotrayed by some of
his followers. The Mexican army capturedt{ie city, tried Maximilian by court
martial, sentenced him to death and oue

gray morning led him forth for execution,
Ambassador Aspiroz was the Judge-Advo<ate of the court. He was thirty-cne j

years old and detailed to the responsible 1
duly by his chief. He had served with dis- £
ttaction in the war. He was a lawyer and i
his was the duty to convince the military
tribunal that Maximilian was punishable £

by death. It was a mooted question. To c
the rest of the civilized world he was a ?
prisoner of war. His execution was a I
shock to Christendom, as all Europe held
he should have been paroled and deported. 1
"So you would like ,to have my story of 1

the part I played in the tragedy of Max- *
lmilian's sentence and death. Well, it
was simply the carrying out of my duty I
as prosecuting attorney for the Republic, i
Hut if at this late day the Journal is in- t
te rested to hear, I am glad to tell it just G
as it was," said Senor Aspiroz yesterday. I

' That was thirty-two years ago; we will 1

hjive to roll 'back the time. My eommis- s
slon was. given me by the general of the *
Mexican army. General Escobcdo, to whom 11

1 was aide-de-catnp, or 1 think you call it
in English, his field adjutant. This com- ®
mission was to serve as prosecuting at- >'
t rney to the military commission, by £
which Maximilian was tried and con- e

detuned to death. This court was held at C
San Luis I'otosi and was, as are all judicial G
tribunals iu Mexico, a. most grave atid e

dignified assembly. ^

"The court was open to all. There were >'
iitj .st'cret convenmgs, no star cnainDer pro- t

ceedings. The public was aware all the b
time of what was doing. I was thdn a s

young man of thirty-one years, but as U
well an experienced lawyer* and it was be- t;
cause of this that I was selected as pros- ti
ecutlng attorney by the military commission.si
"On that eventful day, the record of t

which has so long since passed into his- a

tory, I made the speech that fell tq my o

part because of my official connection S
with the case. ti

' I was uot given any instructions in the tl
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case by my Government. The speech was
the summing up of the Judicial points oi
the case, and was made in accordance with
niy personal knowledge as a lawyer and
in accordance with the laws of the Republic.*It wa.s a speech to which earnest
thought and all of my ability had been
given. it was in a word tlie effort of my
life. It was listened to by that vast audienceIn the very stillness of death. Itself.
We In Mexico had so serious an apprecla.
tion of the gravity of the situation and of
the occasion that not even an audible
breath disturbed the perfect quiet lhat
reigned while I talked and that marked
the close of the speech.
"Then followed the hearing of 'the accusationand defences. r The defendants

spoke at length and with eloquence for
Maximilian and the other two accused,
Gen Miguel Miramon and General Thomas
Mejia. These two official prisoners were

present In court and upon them centred <

the attention of the audience* Maximilian
was not there. He was ill. That is, his (

defendants so alleged.
"The tragedy came with the pronouncing

ui tne ueatu sentence, wmcn was in tne
form of a legal judgment. But it was a

tragedy too deep for words.
"How did the two condemned Generals

bear the sentence? Like soldiers. They i
gave no sign of their emotion. It was in ,
silence that it fell. It was in silence the
audience sat out throughout everything ^
that day when Maximilian was condemned f
to be shot. It was the military commission tthat pronounced the death sentence. The
voices that stirred t.he stillness were those s

of the lawyers for the prosecution and
left nee. t"With the pronouncing of the sentence
ny official connection ceased with the mill;arycommission. I never saw Maximilian
iftet thaf. I was not present at the shoot
og.
"Was I ostracized in any way? Were
my incivilities shown me at the time be

auseof my connection with the case?
lone whatever. I remained in Mexico and
iractised law. From 1867 to 1872 I was
i naer-secretary in tne uepprtment or
foreign Affairs. In 1872 I came to Washngtonas agent of the Mexican Republic
>efcre the Mixed Commission of Claims,
stablished by the treaty of July 4, 1868.
came to this city to replace Mr. Cushug,a very prominent lawyer of this coun

ry, who was sent by the United States
iovernment to Geneva on the Alabama
"laim^, Commission. For ten months 1 renamedhere and during that time Mr.
Jarlscal was Minister. It was Wfore
ienor Romero had been appointed to this
[lission.
"From here I went to San Francisco as
lexican Consul, remaining there for two
ears, until in 1875 I was elected to the
Onate In Mexico. My duties as Senator
ont'nued until November, 1870, when
leneral Diaz routed the th'en established
Iovernment and established a new Gov
rnment. I then retired to private life.
"Did I know the Princess Salm-Salm,
ou ask? Well, of course, at that time,
fes, you may say I knew her because of
er efforts in behalf of Maximilian. But
lie had never an offic'al connection with
:ie case. Nor was she present at the mill-
iry court before which Maximilian was
ried and condemned."
Senor Aspiroz's military career was

tiort and brilliant. In 1862 when Secrearyof the State Ccilege of Puebla he was
ppointed a second lieutenant of artillery
f the patriot army by General Ignacio
aragoza. He participated in the hostili
es with credit and was decorated by
ie Mexican Congress. He was promoted
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essing room in hysterics. It was not "in

til an hour after that she was sufficiently
1m to go to her room in the Brown
lace Hotel, across the street.
Jr. Arthur, manager of the company, ^
is explained the accident: fro
'It occurred during a part of the play In roo
ilch Mr. Russell, who takes the part of ba(
Richard Carrington, is struggling with hal

ss Burroughs, who takes the character par
the Rajah. During the struggle Miss "

rroughs is supposed to stab Mr. Russell. fcal
ually the knife, which is a dagger-shaped anc
)er cutter, having a blade about eight He
hes long, the point blunted with a small cha
taj ball, strikes Ids shoulder, "

I
How Marie Burroug

tisterhation prevailed behind the scenes, '

tile the audience wondered at the abrupt sin
ding of the scene. Mr. Russell was car- hli
>d from the stage, and Dr. Morris, the an

use surgeon of the theatre, summoned, op
\ Russell's face was ghastly, and the W1

>od, gushing from his wound, had satitedhis clothing. Miss Burroughs was ru'

erly prostrated and was removed to her us

H

STABBED
WW ARIE BURROUGHS, the versatile
/ T \ actress, introduced -real tragedy into c

* the play "Two Rogues at a Ro- t

nance," at Denver the other night. £

The play required her to pretend to stab <

he villain, enacted by Harold Russell. As £

i matter of fact she drove her dagger clear i

:lirough the actor's face. *
It was a terrible blow and would have 1

iubdued any villain. *

The curtain was hastily rung down after
he accident occurred, and for a while c
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to a captaincy, sustained the siege of the i

French for a time, but Pdebla was finally i
taken. He escaped from the improvised t
prison over the house tops, and had so

distinguished himself at this siege that he i
was by law exempt from taxation for the f
remainder of his life. For three years he t
fought and in the battle of Ariceachio >

was again captured but released. In 186? e
because of his ability, legal knowledge
and patriotism ho was assigned as judge- 3
advocate of one of the most important a

oi'litary tribunals ever convened. 1
The trial of Maximilian, which Senor i

Aspiroz describes, was perhaps the most r

Iramatic court martial in all history. <3
San Luis Potosi, the little mud-walled

uty where It was held, took on a holiday f

m\ mat
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ispect for the event. The tr'al was held
n the Theatre Iturbide, the largest audioriumin the place.
The military court sat on the stage. The

neurgent generals and- the noted civilians
rom the City of Mexico occupied the
toxes. The body of the hall was packed
vith as excited a Mexican audience as

wer gathered to see a bull fight.
Senor Aspiroz, the newly appointed

dexlcan Ambassador, acted as prosecuting
ittorney for the newly risen Mexican Re>ublic.He was a young man then, and he
u'/icnnfc/l thfl r»aco oorainof tVio ntn enrl

uonarch with fiery, almost ferocious, elo
luertee.
Then came upon the stage some of Mexico's
oremost lawyer^ to defend Maximilian.

THE STAGE
"To-night, however, through some mis

hance,Mr. Russell was out of position and
lie dagger point struck him on the right
side of the chin, going through the teeth
it about their roots and coming out on the
ither side of the chin, making a very painuland deep wound. It was not sewed up
)y the surgeon, but left open until to-morowin order to make a thorough examlnaion."
Miss Burroughs was exceedingly distressed
iver the affair.

ftK* j
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:hs, Accidentally, Almost Kills
'I shall never forget it while I lire," said :
e. In his part, immediately after I stab
n, Mr. Russell staggers over to a chair t
d falls Into it, while I go to a door, throw c
en the curtains, let the light In and then
'ap myself up in the curtain. t
'Afterward Mr. Robson (Reggie Car- ,

hert'l comes in through a door between |
and him dead and me hiding be- }

id the port/6J«?ft '

T
'The curtain falls at iL '» point. (
I do not know how I. happened. We j
I come to the part wh.^e Mr. Russell,
Sir Richard Carrington, i* struggling to
:e a document, evidence of 1 crime, away 1

m me. Tne scene occurs L1 a darkened 8

m, and after a few moments T am forced
:kward upon a table; he ha * b's 'eft A

id on my throat and strives to get tlie "

>er with the other. right «As I fall backward on the table m; ter ;id closes on a dagger-like paper ct ^1 I strike him with it. wounding 1 ^releases me and staggers to the
ir. I m
I shall never forget the horror I

. R(
lonr I was hysterical aud could not realize
vhat had happened. It makes me shiver
iven now to think of how Mr. Russell Raoked, his face covered with blood." t
The mystery of the affair is how Miss m

iiirroughs could have inflicted such a dan- Bt
:erous wound with the knife, which is real- m,
y only a plaything. The handle is of sil:
er, the blade steel, but tipped with a in
netal ball almost half an inch in diameter. p|" 'orrainly f oui^ed a very heavy blow p,nd shows uow enthusiastic Miss Borroughs <
3 In her work.

^In an interview published lust before the B(ecident Miss Burroughs described this Biientical scene in illustrating how intense sil
i her interest in It when she is acting, wl

I ^'

-T W

th
:d the Stage Villain. fl!

or

pour part.' ""

"I struggled to my feet, but felt as rG

hough. I had no limbs. I went over to the
:urtains and held to them for support. of"Mr.Robson, in his part, came out at

1

his moment and seeing what had hap- v
>ened, signalled for the curtain. I had to
>e carried to mv dressing room, and for nn

Iw^^UB/A $S$ m
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last night when I saw the blood gushing
out over his face when I made the stroke.
"Mr. Russell staggered to the chair, his

hands over his face, and fell heavily. I
thought the knife had put his eye out and
probably killed him.
"For a moment my brain whirled, and

then I found myself on my knees before
him repeating 'My God! I have killed you.'
" 'It is all right. Go on.' said Mr. Rus-

sell with heroic presence of mind. 'The *

audience can't see, it is so dark; go on with (

set for his execution. (

Weak and incapable as Maximilian had
been as a ruler he rose to greatness as

1

death approached. When the soldier en.
terod his cell xvith the death warrant, the (
priest who had come to console the doomed
man was himself ^vercome, while the Emperor'svalet fell to his knees and sobbed.
Maximilian had refused the means of

escape offered to him by the German
Prince Salm-Salm and his plucky Americanwife, the Princess Salm-Salm, who
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Tiie court merely listened In sullen contempt.
The verdict of the court came quick and

decisive. It was "Guilty," and the sentencewas "death."
Kivn Unt-o lator tfin 1 QtUi nf T.in^ Tiro a
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Senor Aspiroz.
returned to this country only last week.
When Maximilian was brought out be*

fore the file of soldiers who were to shoot
him and his two generals, Miramon and
Mejia, his final plea to the officer in
ehurge was that they might be spared and
he alone suffer the death penalty.
The only answer was a volley and the

three fell together.
Ferdinand Maximilian Joseph, who foi

three years had been Emperor of Mexico,
was but thirty-five years old at the time
>f his death.
As Archduke of Austria and Viceroy of

Venice lie had laid aside those honors to

To Study the Ladies c

MISS ALMA
DALMA, the
well known g|comic opera singer # ,

and former wife of >.£ *

Rudolph Aronson, has
undertakento pene- ||fc

trate the mysteries ^ if *3
and secrets of life In S»1 M £ J
the harem of the Sul- k ^f
tan of Morocco. Miss .x
Dalma left Tangier "g|WkJff
by caravan for Fez ,s<>' l>r'> t,

last Tuesday. Fez Is S
the capital of Moroc- IS?: Wm
co, in the middle of §!& :;§HF
the desert, and here
she hopes to secretly

^usly interesting so)ot

in Africa, has a ERflra
:heerfulhabit of feed- HSflBHt

ng kerosene down the $$I
hroats of people who W- i%:'mrive him displeasure

> return home. Alrifk s"

alma remained In
urope.
Miss Dalma formed a friendship with
nie. Mascagni ,wife of the composer of
3avalleria Rusticanna," and spent many
onths as a guest at the composers' house
Italy. At last, In the Fall of 1896, she

turned to America, and, almost at' once,
om Chicago came news that she had
plied for a divorce from her husband,

cAN EXCLUSIVE
Not only have the Summer, enlnniot. of

ewport sought secluded spots for bathing
id golfing, for picnics and dauces. They
ive also sought out a little church where
icy cau worship by themselves if they so
lsh. It is so far out of town that except
lemselves and the country people there 1
e few other attendants. Almost every
le that summers at Newport has seen the
pj-keley Memorial Chapel; yet many of the
sklents of Newport and the towns on the
land of Rhode Island have simply heard

it. To them it is simply another new
neeting house."
It is* situated about four miles out of
pwport, on the southeastern shore of Midetown,near Taggart's ferry, famous in
evolutionary times, and near the fine'resi

ncebui't by Edwin Booth. It is, an ur?ticlittle church, covered with ivy, and
the Summer season has alvVhys been at-
uded by some of the richest of the Sum-

ier residents. Many of them baye be-
owed large sums of money on its meorialfurnishings. Everything in the lnriorof the church hna h*>on
that way. The church is named after

chop George Berkeley, who came from
irope and settled In Mlddletovvn in 17119.
i'he beautiful stained glass window at <
e wpst is in memory of lyirs. Edwin i
>oth. That at the east is in memory of l
shop Berkeley. A mural tablet oppo- 1

:e the entrance is for Lieutenant Totten, jho lost bis life In an attempt to save t

i

filled to Trinity Church in Newport, has
been the preacher. Among the regular
attendants are Mrs. John Cnrter Browh.
and her family, the families of Jullen Davies,Robert Goelet, Lyman C. Josephs and
the King family. The chapel Is near GrayCraig,the farm of Mr. Oliver H. P. Beliecut. Both he and Mrs. Belmont are frequentattendants.

A CITY BUILT OF ZINC,
IN the Transvaal, on the eastern border of

Africa, is the queerest village in the
world.Beira. a town built of zinc. The

Iwellings and outhouses, the public bulldngs,the residence of the Governor, the
>arracks, ^he stores, hotels, saloons, the
nirsic halls, are ail of zinc. The fever of
speculation and the greed for gold vu »o
treat and the infhr of immigrants so repid
hat the town vn built In r1* mouths.

grimly when he heard these charges, but
he did not contest the suit and Mrs. Aronsonwas awarded her decree.
Since then Alma Daima has divided her

lime between this country and Europe. She
Is the writer of two plays, both of which,
have been produced abroad.

" 400 '' CHURCK
others. There Ls also one for Edwin Booth,
the gift of his daughter, Mrs. Edwlna
Booth Grossman, who planted the vines
about the church with which 4 Is now
covered. Mr. Harold Brown gave the organ.Taero are two stones in the porch
from the Ionian Isles. The lich-gate was
given by the Rev. Dr. Coit In memory of
his wife.
A large sum of monej has been expended

In improving the grounds and in laying out
a new driveway. On a Summer Sunday
scores cf fashionable turnouts can be seen

driving out to this country chapel, where
for two years the Rev. Henry Stone, lately

MISS ALMA DALMA.

whom she chaged with desertion and fallnr®?
to support her. Aronson smiled somewhat'

7 uic uuuan z iiarcm*

take up the empty title of Emperor of a
barbaric nation. He went to Mexico tinwillinglybut urged by Napoleon III. of
France. This was a part of the letter's
scheme to set up a monarchy In Mexico
that would be friendly to France.
French soldiers had prepared the way by

capturing the City of Mexico and the centralprovinces. Maximilian on ids arrival
became a puppet ruler under French militaryprotection.
When the failure of Napoleon's plot watf

foreseen the French troops were withdrawn,in February, 1867. Maximilian's
doom was certain from that time.
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